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Conclusion of the 1st EnvironmentAsia International Conference

“Environmental Supporting in Food and Energy Security: Crisis and Opportunity”

22-25 March, 2011

Rama Gardens Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand
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The 1st EnvironmentAsia International Conference “Environmental Supporting in Food and Energy Security: Crisis and Opportunity” during 22-25 March, 2011 was organized by the Thai Society of Higher Education Institutes on the Environment (TSHE). The conference aimed to address the crises and challenges the world faces, and seize the opportunity in emerging areas of food and energy security in order to achieve sustainable development. The conference provided a forum for 170 academics, technologists, researchers, students, entrepreneurs, and policy makers worldwide to exchange ideas, discuss strategies, and learn about new technologies in the fields of food, energy, and the environment.
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The three-day meeting involved an agenda for discussion and development of environmental policies, and the identification of green technologies and their subsequent implementation. The conference took a multidisciplinary approach from various perspectives through which fundamental questions of sustainability were addressed. The conference’s keynote speakers included leading thinkers in the field of food and energy security wrap with the conference itself boasting numerous papers, 70 oral presentations, 35 poster presentations, panel discussions, symposiums, workshops, and an education and trade exhibition.
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“Environmental Supporting in Food and Energy Security: Crisis and Opportunity” was the culmination of efforts between seven co-organizers: the Energy Regulatory Commission, Thailand; the Department of Environmental Quality Promotion; the Office of Agricultural Economics; the National Research Council of Thailand; the Global COE Programme at the University of Shizuoka, Japan; the Graduate School of Agriculture and Center for Southeast Asian Studies at Kyoto University; and the University of Liverpool, England.
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The conference was supported by the Energy Regulatory Commission; the German Company for International Cooperation; the Global COE Programme, University of Shizuoka; Kyoto University; the University of Liverpool; the Faculty of Environment and Resource Studies, Mahidol University, Thailand; the Faculty of Resources and Environment, Kasetsart University; the Faculty of Public Health, Thammasat University; the Faculty of Science, Thaksin University; Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy; Thailand Convention and Exhibition Bureau; Charoen Pokphand Foods Public Company Limited; Community Organizations Development Institute; Banpu Public Company Limited; Thai Union Manufacturing Company Limited; Bangchak Petroleum Public Company Limited; Dutch Mill Company Limited; Betagro Public Company Limited; and the Office of the National Research Council of Thailand.
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Nine topics were presented over the three days which included: Global Environmental Change and Disaster; Food and Energy Security in Environmental Education; Geoinformatics for the Environment; Natural Resource Conservation; Environmental Sustainability and Development; Environmental Health; Environmental Science and Technology; Environmental Management; Environmental Policy and Public Participation.
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In conclusion, the conference committee was pleased with the outcome of the meeting, which generated great optimism and raised hopes for future meetings and activities. It was felt that presenters were able to demonstrate a clear understanding of the state of natural resources worldwide, current environmental issues, and the influence of human activities through extensive, comprehensive, and constructive information. The themes generated much interest from the audience and produced a great deal of potential for future research.
